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THREE THOUSAND TAMILS ARRESTED IN 
SOUTHERN SRI LANKA 


THE Sri Lankan Navy Commander 
Vice Admiral Clancy Fernando was 
assassinated in Colombo on 16 
November by a suicide bomber riding 
a motor cycle. Clancy Fernando was 
the highest ranking military officer to 
die in the conflict and the killing 
came two days before ‘EXPO 92’ the 
highly publicised trade exhibition 
which over 2,000 foreign delegates 
were expected to attend, was schduled 
to begin in Colombo. 


The police said the assassin was a 
Tamil named Logi Mohan from 
Thayiddy at Kankesanturai in the 
Jaffna peninsula, and the government 
accused the Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) of mastermind- 
ing the assassination. Security in the 
capital was tightened. Fearing attacks 
on Parliament, Speaker MH 
Mohamed called on MPs to be 
extra-vigilant. Harassment of Tamils 
in Colombo began with the arrest of a 
Tamil named Victor George, alleged 
to have provided the motor cycle to 
the assassin. 


Sergeant Premachandra, a personal 
security officer to President 
Premadasa’s Secretary KHJ Wijedasa 
was shot and injured by two youths at 
Thimbirigasyaya on 20 November. 
The Colombo media speculated that 
the target of the two escaped youths 
was not KHJ Wijedasa but Sri Lanka 
Muslim Congress leader MHM 
Ashraf who has accused the LTTE 
within and outside Parliament for the 
attacks on Muslims in the East. The 
Sri Lanka intelligence services 
contributed to the chaos by 
announcing that two groups of Tigers 
had arrived in the capital from 
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Arayampathy in Batticaloa to 
assassinate important politicians. 
Following this announcement security 
for ‘important politicians’ was 
increased and the ministers’ security 
division was advised to take all 
precautions. 


Eight police divisions were 
assigned to hunt those who shot 
Sergeant Premachandra and by 22 
November over 300 Tamils were 
arrested in Kirillapone, Narahenpita, 
Borella and Wellawatte, including an 
engineer from Jaffna and doctors 
practising in Colombo. Even Tamils 
who were citizens of other countries 
were not spared. Mahendran 
Kanagaratnam, a Norwegian citizen 
and a member of the Norwegian trade 
delegation was arrested while visiting 
the EXPO 92 exhibition. The police 
did not inform the Norwegian 
embassy in Colombo of the arrest and 
the Fort Magistrate remanded him in 
custody till 27 November. The 
Norwegian embassy was informed of 
the arrest by the Norwegian Foreign 
Ministry. Following the submission of 
a letter by the embassy the court has 
allowed bail for Mr Kanagaratnam. 


The Joint Operations Command 
issued a public statement on 22 
November advising people to look 
out for suspicious persons. A senior 
army officer said the LTTE had 
safe houses in Colombo and Tiger 
agents operated in the capital with 
false identity cards. The following 
day the Presidential Secretariat 
decreed under emergency regulations 
that all householders must submit a 
list of those residing m the house, 
including tenants and servants, to the 
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nearest police station. The order also 
said that any change in the list must 
immediately be brought to the notice 
of the police. Earlier, Tamils in 
Colombo were ordered to inform the 
police about any visitors in their 
houses from other areas of Sri Lanka. 
Although the new order appears to 
apply to all residents in Sri Lanka, 
there is no doubt that it is aimed at 
the Taynils. 


A Tzmil youth named Sivakumar 
committed suicide by exploding a 
hand grenade after running into 
former Minister Cyril Mathew’s 
house on Barnes Place in Colombo, 
when pursued by police on 24 
November. The police say he was 
also a member of the LTTE hit squad. 


The security forces searched Tamil 
houses, hostels and hotels and by the 
end of the month had arrested nearly 
3,000 Tamils including many women. 
Although many were released later, 
over 500 Tamils were held adding to 
over 1,000 Tamils in custody for 
several years without charge or trial. 
As there is no proper procedure or 
record for the arrests and those 
arrested are not brought before the 
courts, many in custody may never 
return. Among those arrested were 
also several traders who allegedly 
funded the LTTE. The Navy began to 
patrol) the Colombo’s Beira Lake in 
late November in order to protect 
JOC headquarters, the army 
headquarters and the five-star hotels. 
On 27 November police said that they 
had arrested twenty ‘‘hard-core’’ 
Tigers including two women and that 
one person had in possession a list of 
five Tamil politicians who were to be 





assassinated. Two days later 
allegations were made that cyanide 
worth Rs14,000 was stolen from a 
Colombo school. Wearing a cyanide 
capsule around the neck is a hallmark 
of the Tigers. 


The police also launched search 
operations in Kandy and other areas 
in the south. In Kandy Tamil areas 
were surrounded and a house to 
house search was conducted. Many 
Tamils were taken into custody 
including visitors from Colombo. In 
Matale town 27 Tamils were arrested. 
These included ten persons who had 
come into the town for a wedding. A 
number of Hill Country youths were 
also arrested in Passara and Nuwara 


Eliya District. 


Despite these developments in 
southern Sri Lanka, particularly in 
Colombo, UNHCR has not changed 
its position that rejected Tamil asylum 
seekers in other countries could be 
returned to the south in safety. The 
Tamil Information Centre wrote to 
UNHCR in November explaining the 
danger the Tamils face in all areas of 
Sri Lanka. TIC highlighted arrests, 
killing of civilians, aerial bombard- 
ment of civilian areas, detention 
without trial and disapperances and 
particularly pointed out the 
harassment of Tamils in south and 
central areas. TIC also informed the 
High Commissioner about the doubts 


cast on the voluntary nature of the 
repatriation of Tamil refugees from 
India and the arrest of some of those 
returned under the programmme 
monitored by the UNHCR. TIC, 
while pointing out that most of those 
returned from Tamil Nadu were 
unable to return to their homes and 
remained in refugee camps in Sri 
Lanka, requested the High 
Commissioner to urge the Indian and 
Sri Lankan governments to 
discontinue the repatriation 
programme or take the responsibility 
of the security of the Tamil refugees 
being returned. The TIC has-not 
received a reply from the UNHCR. 





Human Rights Institutions, 


Mario Gomez writing in the 
November issue of the Law and 
Society Trust Fortnightly Review says 
that legislation and constitutional 
amendment on human rights and 
democracy that have surfaced in Sri 
Lanka, such as the Bill of Rights in 
the 1978 Constitution, the 13th 
Amendment, and Provincial Councils 
Act, the Human Rights Task Force 
(ARTF) and the Commission on 
Involuntary Disappearances are 
merely a facade of progression and in 
reality have done nothing to enrich 
the country’s political and 
constitutional culture. 


Commenting on the 7th draft of the 
law for the establishment of a Human 
Rights Commission, Mr Gomez says 
that the diluted draft is hopelessly 
inadequate to deal with the problems 
of human rights in Sri Lanka and a 
Commission appointed under such 
law would only serve to boost the 
state’s image among the international 
donor community. He advises that 
human rights organisations should 
refuse to support the draft law in its 
current form. Excerpts from the 
conclusions: 


‘*‘Our conception of a human rights 
commission is an institution set up by 
the state, funded by the state, yet 
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possessing an autonomy from the 
state so as to be able to investigate the 
state. This last aspect is crucial 
because the state is often the biggest 
violator of human rights and thus it is 
important that the Commission have 
power - not restricted in any way - to 
monitor and scrutinize the state’s 
performance. It is also an institution 
that will focus not merely on dispute 
resolution, but also perform a range 
of functions including human rights _ 
education and research. 


‘*Such an institution then becomes 
part of the delicate ‘checks and 
balances’ process of a democracy, 
similar in its constitutional foundation 
with the judiciary. If it lacks the 
necessary range of powers - like the 
state of the judiciary now - its 
effectiveness will be reduced. 


‘*Sri Lanka can do without 
‘half-baked’ institutions whether it be 
with regard to devolution, minority 
rights or human rights. 


‘*Although ‘compromise’ is part of 
the fashionable political rhetoric, a 
genuine compromise implies an 
understanding of the other point of 
view. It involves a sensitivity, though 
not an agreement with the opposing 
point of view. Compromises 
disintegrate into shams when in 
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a Facade 


substance they reflect one point of 
view, }ut are ‘dressed up’ so as to 
project a different view. This in effect 
is what the seventh draft of the 
Human Rights Commission law does. 


‘*Several of the more progressive 
features contained in the earlier drafts 
have been axed under state 
pressure....The government 
commitment to the process is also 
questionable. A third draft of the 
legislation was presented to the APC 
(All Party Conference) as far back as 
July 1990, but this draft law was 
never presented before the legislature. 
The government sees in the process a 
method of boosting its international 
image in the eyes of the globa] 
community. If all the HRC law is 
going to do is to create a more ‘rights 
friendty’ image of the state, then the 
APC and the larger human rights 
community have an obligation to 
reject the draft law. 


**The quest for a Human Rights 
Commission is based in the belief that 
institutional reform can shape and 
redirect Sri Lankan society. Assuming 
this is correct, then the question is 
will the Human Rights Commission 
advance and promote human rights in 
the country. In its current form the 
answer I think is no’’. 





Tamil Youths feared killed 


In a written question to the Prime 
Minister Batticaloa MP J.Pararaja- 
singam has raised the matter of 33 
youths who went missing in the 
Vellaveli AGA division after the 
cordon and search operation 
conducted by the army on the 19 and 
20 October. 


In his reply the Prime Minister has 
informaed that 40 suspects were 
being held at Amparai camp head 
quarters and a few were hardcore 
LTTE men. The rest would be 
released through the ICRC. 





More Soldiers for North-East 


Army Commander Cecil 
Waidyaratne announced that 7,000 
men are to be recruited to the army. 
The new recruits are to be posted to 
the N-East after intensive training. 
The Commander also stated that 
action is to be taken against 1,500 
troops who had deserted the army 
within the last three months. 
Interview will be held at ten centres 
and the required qualification has 
been lowered from GCE(O/L) to 8th 
standard. 





Muslim Regiment 
The newly formed Sri Lanka 


People’s Congress has urged for more 


Muslims to be recruited to the army 
to make the call for a separate 
Muslim regiment unnecessary. In an 
appeal to the government the 
Congress also called for enhanced dry 
rations to the refugees. Muslims had 
suffered most due to LTTE violence 
the Congress says although thousands 
had paid the price for the violence in 
the country. There are over a million 
refugees in the country and 650,000 
of these are without proper food or 
employment while 250,000 languish 
in refugee camps. It also calls for 
action to prevent the LTTE or any 
other force forcibly occupying 
Muslim lands. 
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TIC ACCESSION LIST 


A Selection of documents received by TIC in November 1992 





SHR 1055 
Jeyapalan, V.I.S. 


Teciya innap pitaccinaiyum muslim 
makkalum (text in Tamil) 


Jaffna: Alai Veliyidu; 1983 
37p. 


DESCRIPTORS: Ethnic conflict / 
Muslims / Statistics / Language / 
Sociology / Politics 


SHR 1056 


Ataciyal Anaataikalin Yananayakap 
Padukolaikal (text in Tamil) 


Paris: Samar 
37p. 


DESCRIPTORS: Killing / University 
student / Political poems 


SHR 1057 


The Sri Lankan conflict and standards 
of humanitarian law: an appeal to the 
government of Sri Lanka and the 
LTTE leadership 


N.Y.: Asia Watch; April 23 1992 
Vol.4, No. 14 
Op. 


DESCRIPTORS: Human Rights 
Violations / UN convention 


GFL 243 
Gunasingam, Selladurai 


A Tamil slab-inscription from 
Mayilawewa (Mayilankulam): 
Trincomalee district, Sri Lanka 
Colombo: Ceylon Newspapers Ltd., 
1980 

32p. 


DESCRIPTORS: Archaeology / 
History / Culture / Trincomalee 
District 
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SHR 1058 
Pieris, Shantha J.R. 


The Welikanda Massacre by Shantha 
J.R. Pieris and Jeanne Marecek 


Colombo: The International Centre 
for Ethnic Studies; 11th May 1992 


38p. 


DESCRIPTORS: Attack on 
Muslims / Polonnaruwa district / 
LTTE / Attack on Tamils / Muslim 
Home Guards 


SHR 1060 

Appeal to the Sri Lanka Aid Group 
London: Human Rights in Sri Lanka 
and other organisations; 1992 

3p. 

DESCRIPTORS: Human Rights 
Violation / Aid 

SHR 1059 


The situation with regard to human 
rights in Sri Lanka: report from a 
mission to Sri Lanka 4-9 may 1992 
by a delegation from the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, Oslo. 


17p. 


DESCRIPTORS: UNHCR / 
Human Rights / Disappearance / 
Killings / Detention / Torture / 
Freedom of speech 


GFL 244 
Ikkiya Tipam (text in Tamil) 


Jaffna: Northern Division Co- 
operative Federation Ltd.; 1962 


Vol.17, No.12 


40p. 


DESCRIPTORS: Co-operative 
movement / Employment / History / 
Northem Region / Economics / 
Development / Banking 
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NOVEMBER 1 


DEATH SENTENCE: T.Uthayaku- 
mar of Kattaiparichchan and 
Gunartnam Sakunthaladevi of 
Senaiyoor were excecuted by the 
LTTE for being informants, according 
to the JOC. 


REFUGEES KILLED: JOC 
announced that K .Jyathurairasah, I. 
Mathiyalagan and N.K. Thabirasa all 
inmates of the Pachchanoor Refugee 
Camp, Muthur had been found dead 
in the adjoining jungle with gunshot 
wounds. 


NOVEMBER 2 


FUNDS NOT ALLOCATED: At a 
conference held at the Batticaloa 
Secretariat State Minister for Hindu 
Cultural Affairs P P Devaraj disclosed 
that funds had still not been allocated 
for the reconstruction of Hindu 
temples damaged in N-East. The State 
Minister also stated that 796 places of 
worship had been damaged in the six 
districts excluding Mullaitivu and 
Mannar and this damage had been 
estimated at Rs.6.5 million. 


NOVEMBER 3 


MAJOR CLASH: In a major 
confrontation between LTTE and 
security forces at Arantalawa in the 
Ampara District. 15 policemen and 8 
airmen were killed. Eight others were 
injured and one was missing. 
Helicopters and attack aircraft called 
in for support were reported to have 
bombed the area. 


NOVEMBER 4 


SIXTH FLOOR DETAINEES: Six 
detainees held for long periods 
without trial under the PTA have 
appealed to Batticaloa MP J 
Pararajasingam to bring their plight 
before parliament at the debate on the 
extension of the emergency. Torture 
and confessions under duress in an 
unknown language and denial of 
visitors have been alleged by the 
detainees. 


NOVEMBER 5 
ONE MAN COMMISSION: 
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Minister Ranil Weckremasinghe 
announced the findings of the one 
man commission which investigated 
the killings in Palliyagodella and 
Ahmedpuram. According to the 
Commissions report 164 persons were 
killed in the LTTE attack on 15 
October between 3 am and 7.30 am. 
The victims comprised 79 males, 21 
females 15 boys, 15 girls, 8 soldiers, 
12 policemen and 14 volunteer force 
personnel. 


NOVEMBER 6 


NORWEGIAN REPRESENTA- 
TIVE VISITS JAFFNA: Second 
Secretary of the Norwegian Embassy 
Dwitta toured Jaffna for 5 days to 
monitor the situation there. 


NOVEMBER 7 


ARMY CONTROL EXTENDED: 
Security sources reported the advance 
by troops in the Achchuvely area in 
the Jaffna District. Several metres of 
land were recovered from LTTE 
control through the demolition of 
bunkers in which 3 LTTE men were 
reported killed and 3 soldiers were 
injured. 

NOVEMBER 8 


QUAKERS IN JAFFNA: A 
delegation from the Quaker Peace and 
Service reached Palaly by air for talks 
with the LTTE in Jaffna. 


CURFEW DECLARED: A curfew 
was declared in the Paduvankarai area 
in the Batticaloa District when an 
offensive against LTTE code named 
Jayahathi was launched. Helicopters 
were giving air cover to ground 


' troops engaged in this operation. 


Three LTTE camps were destroyed 
and 16 men were killed according to 
Brigadier L_Algama. 


NOBEMBER 9 


LTTE ATTACK SOLDIERS: 
Seven soldiers at a forward defence 
post at Thennaimaravadi, Welioya 
were killed when it was attacked by 
LTTE. According to the JOC an 
LTTE member who was in a group of 
five at a confrontation in Vinayaga- 
puram in Batticaloa was also killed. 
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HELICOPTER CRASHES WITH 
PILOT: A jet ranger type helicopter 
of the air force crashed near the 27th 
colony in the Ampara District killing 
its flying officer and injuring two 
airmen. 

NOVEMBER 10 


MIC CALLS FOR MONITOR- 
ING: A.W.M. Ameer leader of the 
Muslim Information Centre has called 
for the monitoring by international 
agencics of detention centres in the 
hands of LTTE and other armed 
Tamil.groups. 


NOVEMBER 11 


FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO 
WIDOWS: The World University 
Service, Canada has donated the first 
award of Rs.50,325 to assist 15 
widows who lost their husbands in 
violence in the Alaiadivembu AGA’s 
division in the Batticaloa District. The 
donation is being channelled through 
the Cultivators Federation. 


NOVEMBER 12 


CYCLONE HITS EAST: Coastal 
areas in Batticaloa, Trincomalee, 
Pottuvil and Amparai were affected 
by cyclone. Over 1800 people were 
left homeless in the coastal belt. 
Kalutara, Ratnapura and Badulla too 
were. affected by heavy rains and 
storm.. 


NOVEMBER 13 


ASSISTANCE TO REFUGEES: 
The 4th instalment of assistance to the 
Polonnaruwa refugees took the form 
of clothing to the widows, toilet and 
water service facilities to Thampala 
village, mobile dispensary and cash to 
those recovering in hospital. A 
delegation of the RRO led by 
President A W M Ameer participated 
in awarding this assistance. 


NOVEMBER 14 


WOMAN DISAPPEARS: Indini, a 
young woman from the Aayithiyama- 
lai village in the Batticaloa District 
was reported missing after being 


| taken by uniformed men who came to 
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the house for a search at night. 
Villagers sought her at the army camp 
which claimed ignorance of the 
inicident. However a pair of ladies 
slippers and a towel were seen in the 
army compound. Complaints on this 
disappearance have been made to the 
Brigadier by the parents and MP 
Prins Casinader. Females in the 
village do not stay at home in the 
nights fearing similar visits by 
uniformed men. 

NOVEMBER 15 


MALARIA IN JAFENA: Dr P 
Ratnasabapathy, Director of Health 
Services Jaffna District revealed that 
during last three months 3,667 
persons have been found infected by 
Malaria in the Jaffna District alone. 
Among them 311 could possibly 
develop brain fever. 


NOVEMBER 16 


NO MILITARY SOLUTION: 
Speaking on the Budget debate in 
Parliament EPRLF MP Suresh 
Premachandran emphasized that only 
a political solution based on the four 
point formula submitted by Tamil 
parties could solve the ethnic 
problem. A military solution is only a 
pipe dream he said. 


NOVEMBER 17 


SEARCH IN VAVUNIYA: With a 
strong presence in Vavuniya town the 
army and police were engaged in a 
detailed search of all premises. No 
vehicles were allowed into the town 
following information that explosives 
had been smuggled in. 


NOVEMBER 18 


FOUR POINT PLAN INTACT: 
Seven Tamil parties met in Colombo 
and reiterated their commitment to the 
original four point plan in spite of 
TELO’s new proposals. 


NOVEMBER 19 


OLUMADU UNDER ATTACK: 
Six soldiers were killed and 10 were 
injured when the LTTE attacked the 
security posts at Cheddikulam. 
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Reinforcements from Vavuniya were 
called in and security sources 
indicated many LTTE men too would 
have been killed in the counter attack. 


NOVEMBER 20 


SUSPECTS ATTACKED IN 
COURT: Four murder suspects and 6 
prison guards were injured when 
handgrenades were thrown at the 
Chief Magistrates Court in Colombo. 


NOVEMBER 21 


TAMILS LOSE HOMES: Two 
Hundred and Eleven persons in the 
Galkanda Estate, Haputale have been 
rendered homeless as the earth in the 
estate is crumbling.The homeless 
were temporarily housed with no 
facilities in the Estate regional office 
premises. These refugees have no 
chance of returing to their former 
dwellings. 


NOVEMBER 22 


YOUTHS ARRESTED: Eight 
Tamil youths working in Colombo 
were arrested in Kandy when they 
returned to their home town. They 
were being held at Kandy police 
Station on suspician. 


NOVEMBER 23 


DISRUPTIVE ATTITUDE: 
Speaking in Parliament EPRLF MP 
Suresh Premachandran referring to 
MP Srinivasan’s new proposal, 
charged that those who wanted Tamil 
parties to put forth a joint proposal 
are now seeking to destroy the unity 
among the seven Tamil parties after 
the submission of their four point 
plan. 


NOVEMBER 24 


HEAVY CASUALTIES: Heavy 
engagements were reported in the 
Idaikkadu, Mathakal and WeliOya 
areas between the forces and LTTE. 
In all 43 service personnel lost their 
lives and over 40 were wounded. 
LTTE losses were 47 accoding to 
army Sources. 
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NOVEMBER 25 


FOURTEEN YOUTHS 
RELEASED: Fourteen up-country 
Tamils held for over one year at 
Magazine Prison were released in the 
pfesence of State Minister 
M.S.Sellasamy. 


NOVEMBER 26 


TAMILS ARRESTED: Army 
spokesman Sarath Munasinghe 
disclosed the arrest of several LTTE 
members in Colombo but declined to 
give specific figures. Police.sources 
put the figure at over 2,500 Tamils. 


NOVEMBER 27 


CAMP CAPTURED: Security 
sources reported the capture of the 
LTTE Skanda farm camp in Mannar 
with 4 barrels of diesel, 10 bags of 
sugar and large quantities of biscuits, 
glucose, milk powder and soap. 


NOVEMBER 28 


ENCROACHMENT: The proposed 
constniction of 1,000 houses in 
Vavuniya has been dubbed as 
encroachment by Vanni MP Raja 
Kuhaneswaran. Referring to the 
scheme being proposed without 
consulting the MP’s concerned he 
maintained that the need of the hour 
is resettlement and not encroachment 
of the lands belonging to the 
displaced persons. 


NOVEMBER 29 


FOCUS ON SRI LANKA: Visiting 
Secretary-General Stephan Davy of 
the ICRC speaking at a press 
conference in Colombo proclaimed 
that humanitarian aid to troubled Sri 
Lanka should continue in spite of 
Somalia and Yugoslavia being in the 
limelight today. 


NOVEMBER 30 


RAIN NO DAMPER: Even in a 
severe inclement weather citizens of 
Batticaloa town were subjected to a 
cordon and search operation by the 
security forces. 109 mm. rain was 
expericnced on the day of this search. 





150,000 Houses Destroyed in the Tamil Homeland 


Speaking in the 1993 budget debate 
in Parliament Batticaloa District MP 
Joseph Pararajasingham charged the 
Sri Lankan government with adopting 
double standard in regard to 
economic development of the 
country. Whereas economic growth in 
the South stood at 4-5% the 
North-East economy lay in ruins as a 
result of deliberate government 
policy. This had led to the inhabitants 
of this region becoming second class 
citizens. 

This budget meant nothing to those 
in the North-East as they do not have 
even the basic freedom to exist. The 
government had spent billions of 
rupees over the years to bomb from 
air, sea and land to achieve the 
destruction of the North East. 
Neighbouring India and Pakistan too 
have problems in Punjab and Sind but 
the air forces there never resorted to 
aerial bombing. 


The right of self-determination of 
the people of the North-East has not 
been recognised. Further, a sum of 
Rs.18 billion (£257 million) has been 
allocated for defence. The extension 
of the period of the defence levy is 
contrary to assurances given in the 
Finance Minister’s budget speech last 
year. These actions indicate the 
government policy of continuing the 
North-East war. The faith of the 
North-East people in peace has been 
dashed by the announcement of the 
Minister. Such a large allocation for 
defence in 1993 is also contrary to 
the assurances by the Prime Minister 
and the President that the North-East 
war will be brought to an end before 
the end of this year. 


Mr. Pararajasingham said that the 
action of the government clearly 
indicated the preference of a military 
solution and refered to questions 
raised in press reports about the 
possibility of the army acting 
independently of the political 
leadership. Although the government 
appeared to proceed towards a 
political solution, major military 
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operations in Batticaloa and the 
bombing of the north indicate a 
sudden change in policy. He accused 
the government of bombing Tamil 
areas causing death and destruction 
and adding to the number of refugees 
which currently stood at one million. 


Mr. Pararajasingham further said 
that the actions of the government in 
the North-East led to the conclusion 
that this area was regarded as 
separate. If such is the case, he called 
on the government to allow the 
North-East to separate to enable the 
people to conduct their own affairs. 


The North-East is excluded even from 
the Janasaviya scheme which is a 
basic step to a decent living. Apart 
from there being no development 
schemes in the North-East the vital 
agricultural and fisheries sectors have 
been ruined there. Medical services, 
education, social benefits etc. have 
been severely neglected if not 
disrupted altogether. Malnutrition is a 
permanent feature in the North-East. 
Employment opportunities for the 
youth in North-East is non existent. 


Because of security restrictions 
paddy production has fallen by 50%. 
The Batticaloa District which in the 
past produced 12% of the rice needs 
of Sri Lanka is able to produce only 
3%. Urea, which is an important 
fertilizer for paddy production, has 
been banned in the District. 


Many schools have been damaged 
or destroyed and many others 
converted to army camps. Only a few 
doctors work in the North-East. There 
are almost no medical specialists and 
an acute shortage of medicines, 
particularly in areas where fighting is 
taking place, has led to a number of 
deaths. Malnutrition is becoming a 
permanent feature and causing spread 
of disease. In the North-East over 
150,000 houses have been destroyed 
or damaged in the past four years and 
destruction continues. The allocation 
for defence each year is around 13% 
of the GDP. From 1977, during the 
UNP regime, Rs. 200 billion (£ 25.7 
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billion) may have been spent on 
defence. Economists say that this 
amount is sufficient for three major 
projects like the Mahaweli Project and 
in addition to construct 1.5 million 
houses under President Premadasa’s 
Housing Programme. 


Youths in the North-East have no 
employment opportunities. Over one 
thousand Tamil youths are held in 
detention for many years without 
trial. How could the government in 
these circumstances, talk about 
democracy and equality, Mr. 
Pararajasingham questioned. 


The Sri Lankan economy depicts the 
striking contrast of a mild growth in 
the South and a debilitating economy 
in thé North-East where the people 
are driven to primitive living ~ 
conditions. The 1993 budget in no 
way tries to rectify this disparity. It 
only attempts to drive the wedge 
further the MP concluded. 





University Denial 


The Council of University of Jaffna 
in a resolution passed at its meeting 
has disassociated itself with a 
publication titled HUMAN RIGHTS 
IN JAFFNA out in the name of the 
University Teachers for Human 
Rights. The resolution further states 
that no teacher at the University is 
associated with this publication. 





Amnesty on Disappearances 


Amnesty International representa- 
tives in their recent visit to Sri Lanka 
undertook to raise the matter of 
fourty one disappearances at - 
Kakkachchiwattai village in the 
Batticaloa District with President 
Premadasa. Dependents met the 
Amnesty International delegation on 2 
and 3 November and complained that 
the arniy arrested fourty one persons 
and the bodies of six had been found 
the following day. Batticaloa MP 
Prince Casinadar assisted in the 
inquiries of the Amnesty representa- 
tives. 
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Resettlement Services in the Tamil Homeland 


Situation in Mannar 








ublished in Tamil Information. 


At the begining of 1990, 93,000 Tamils, 45,000 


Muslims and 2,000 Sinhalese were resident in this District. 


For the 30,000 families there farming and fishing were the 
chief livilihood. According to Government figures nearly 
60,000 Tamils, 35,000 Muslims and the entire Sinhalese 
population were displaced after the outbreak of war in 
June 90. Around 30,000 Tamils fled to India and 10,000 
others to other areas in Sri Lanka. 25,000 Muslims fled to 
Kalpitiya while another 10,000 moved over to Vavuniya. 
The Sinhalese moved to the south of the country. 


According to the recent figures available 10,675 from 
among the 97,000 displaced persons had returned to live 
in their houses, with relatives/friends or in welfare centres. 


By March, 240 Tamil families returned from India and 
were settled on the Pesalai coast in thatched shelters. The 
open relief centres run by the UNHCR proved inadequate 
and new welfare centres were opened to accommodate 
new arrivals. By April, 3,059 families had resettled of 
which 2,361 were Tamils from India and 698 Muslims 
from Kalpitiya. Settlement in their own villages was being 
hampered due to areas not having security clearance or 
due to dwellings being occupied by the security forces. 


Figures of displaced persons as at 30 April 1992 were:- 


CATEGORY FAMILIES PERSONS 
Open relief centres Dh oD 29,105 
Pesalai/Madhu (Run by UNHCR) 

Welfare Centres 3,353 11,484 
With friends & relatives 4,298 18,473 
Re-settled 2,866 9,491 
Economically affected 3,464 12573 
Total 21,720 80,726 


FOOD DISTRIBUTION: Due to food stocks being 
transported to the mainland via Mannar island there was a 
shortage in the mainland compared to the island. 
Distribution was poor due to the MPCS lacking staff and 
fuel. Private traders are rare because of security 
restrictions and high cost of transport. 


ollowing a visit by a representative of the TIC to Srt Lanka in June 1992 
eport on “* Resettlement Services ” for people attected by violence in the Tam 
omeland has been prepared .The report below is the third in the series to 
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ELECTRICITY: Only Mannar town enjoys a two hour 
supply. 

SANITATION & HEALTH: Mannar Base hospital 
has to serve around 24,000 but lacks facilities and staff. 
Supplies are erratic and inadequate. The laboratory does 
not function and no tests are done. 


TRANSPORT: Six buses meet the road passenger 
demand. Restricted boat service is available between the 
island, mainland and Kalpitiya. 


VOCATIONS: Only 20% of arable land was 
cultivated. This too was with assistance from CARE 
International and Save the Children Fund. Fishing is 
restricted to a three mile zone and is handicapped by a 
severe fuel and vessel shortage. Any catch cannot be 
preserved as salt is not available at the saltern. 


REFUGEE CAMPS/CENTRES: Poor quality rice was 
being issued at most camps. Supply of lanterns is 
inadequate even in the UNHCR camps. Talaimannar pier 
camp lacks drinking water and the inmates complained 
that they had been brought from India against their 
wishes. 

REGISTRATION: Child births in Indian refugee 
camps have gone unrecorded and no action has been taken 


to register them even in Mannar. This is bound to affect 
the children in the future. 





MINISTERS VISIT MANNAR 


Power and Energy Minister K D M C Bandara in his 
recent visit to Mannar has undertaken to repair generators 
and improve power supply.*Housing Minister Sirisena 
Cooray is reported to have instructed officials to restore 
the towns drinking water supply and has undertaken to 
improve the water supply in the adjoining areas of 
Erukkalampiddy, Thalaimannar, Mannar, Thirukethees- 
waram and Vankalai where affected people are to be 
resettled. 
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Switzerland Prepares to Return Tamils to Sri Lanka 


Reports from Switzerland say that 
preparations are being made to 
repartriate Tamil asylum seekers to 
Sri Lanka. A final decision is 
expected to be taken after the 
‘referendum on joining the EC’ on 6 
December. 


Observers say however, that 
nothing is straight forward as far as 
swiss government policy is 
concerned. 


The Swiss political system is 
decentralised and power is dovolved 
to the local level through the Kantons 
(counties) and Gemeindes 
(communities and villages). Kantonal 
parliaments are far more powerful 
than local councils in Britain. Some 
powers are held by federal 
departments such as the ministry for 
justice and the Bundesamt fur 
Fluchllinge. In Britain the decision of 
the Home Office would be final and 
local authority and the police comply 
with such decisions. In Switzerland 
the Kanton (and its police force, the 
Fremdenpolizei) can, if seen fit ignore 
federal instructions on asylum. 


Between and within these levels of 
decision-making process there are 
tensions and disagreements, reports 
indicate. Sometimes these disagree- 
ments are over policy and at other 
times they are petty and have a lot to 
do with personalities and the relative 
balance of power between the 
language groups (German, French 
and Italian). Therfore in terms of a 
Swiss refugee policy it is difficult to 
talk about a government decision. In 
the case of Tamils, it appears there 
are disagreements between the federal 
departments which deal with justice, 
foreigners, the police and the 
parliament. The Kantons, depending 
on their politics, would support or 
reject any proposal to return Tamils. 

Switzerland is currently in the grip 
of a debate about whether or not to 
join the European Community. In 
some parts of the country Swiss 
people are terrified that the EC would 
mean a loss of Swiss identity. This 
debate has focussed attention on the 
number of foreigners m the country, 
who are also seen as a threat to their 
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+ identity, which has added emotion to 


the debate about Tamils. Non- 
government lobby groups can exert a 
powerful influence over government 
policy: NGOs, unions and employers 
are divided over what should be 
done. 

Within this tangled political system 
hangs the future of the Tamils. In 
essence nobody knows what will be 
the outcome. However some things 
are Clear. There is a demand from 
within the country to reduce the 
number of foreigners and to 
tighten-up the Swiss political system 
and its asylum laws. 


Recently the BFF have stated that 
their policy towards Tamils is: (1) to 
stop any more coming in and (2) to 
decide what to do with those already 
who have received a ‘‘negative’’ 
decision. There are about 35,000 
Tamil asylum seekers in Switzerland 
of whom 16,000 have had no 
decision on their asylum applications. 
For the past four years the BFF and 
parliament have been sidetracked by 
the inflow of Yugoslavs and EC 
debate. Now this is expected to 
change. 


In the next few months the BFF are 
planning to reinterview about half or 
8,000 of those applicants who have 
not had a decision. A delegation 
visited Sri Lanka in the spring of 
1992 and declared that some 
asylum-seekers may now be returned 
to the South of the Island. The Swiss 
government has received an assurance 
from the UNHCR that they will 
monitor these returns. 


Reports further add that things are 
beginning to happen in the capital, 
Bern. Tamil translators are being 
prepared for new work, extra staff 
has been recruited at the BFF’s 
offices and practical steps are being 
taken to show that the BFF and other 
departments are serious about their 
work. Such steps include the more 


diligent protection of the borders to 
spot illegal entrants, the extending 
(from 3 to 6 months) of the period in 
which Tamil applicants cannot work, 
the continuing deportation of Tamils 
(and others) who breach laws or 
behave ‘anti-socially’. 


The long-term aim is to return 
those. with a negative decision. The 
short-term aim is to show Sri 
Lankans, Europeans and the Swiss 
that the Swiss authorities mean 
business. In pursuit of this short-term 
aim observers envisage a small group 
of perhaps 200 Tamils who have 
arrived in the past two years, would 
be sent back initially. 


SS 


Refugee Claims ‘lost’ by 
Department of Social Security 


Nearly 30% of Income Support 
claims by refugees submitted to the 
Department of Social Security (DSS) 
mn the London Borough of Newham, 
were ‘‘lost’’ according to a survey 
conducted by the Newham Refugee 
Consortium. The Consortium 
compiled a questionnaire for use by 
agencies working with refugees to 
assess and quantify the standard of 
service people were receiving. 


' The survey further revealed that 
63% of people whose claims Kad 
been ‘‘lost’’ had to submit fresh 
claims and 27% had to submit two 
more claims. Around 43% of the 
claimants had experienced some delay 
in receiving an order book. Of the 
number of Social Fund applications 
made,'605 received no award at all, 
30% received a Budgetting Loan and 
10% received a Crisis Loan. No 
claimant who applied for a Social 
Fund award received a Community 
Care Grant. 


The conclusions of the survey have 
been brought to the notice of the DSS 
and the Newham Council is being 
lobbied to attend to the issue. 


—_—_—_—_—_— 
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